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pander to their superstitions, their vices and frailties ;
if it come down to their level instead of raising them
to a higher level ? Was this the sense in which Christ
preached the Gospel to the poor ; or was it not rather
a Gospel of deliverance from the internal and external
oppression of a selfish and tyrannical priesthood ?

The real question is, therefore : " What does Catho-
licism do for the moral and spiritual elevation of the
degraded " ; not: " How many millions of such does
it number among its adherents'; ? What percentage
of the poor does it elevate ? Nor is it enough to get
them to go through a routine of religious duties, if
there be no moral redemption in the gross. The
light of a public religion must so shine before men
that they may see its good works.

5. PROPHECY AND SUPERSTITION

Not imagination, but the lack of it, is at the root of
most popular superstitions. The legends of saints
and heroes exhibit a materialism, a monotony, a
poverty that is unmistakable. Activity is not fecun-
dity. At once the crowd must clothe its hero in the
conventional garb; must drag him down to the level
of the vulgarest, most general forms of apprehension.
The prophet is necessarily somewhat of a poet. He
translates his intuition of eternal reality into concrete,
sense-striking, heart-moving images, which for him
are consciously images, analogies, and no more. The
crowd to whom he preaches lacks his intuition, and so
is not consciously sensible of the imagery as imagery.
It is disposed to receive it at its literal value,1 as in-

1 Selden : " Transubstantiation is rhetoric turned into logic."